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The Island of Shadows
그림자들의 섬

director: Kim Jeongkeun
cast: Kim Jin-sook, Park Sung-ho, Kim Ji-yeon, Park Hee-chan, 
Yun Guk-sung, Jung Yi-gyun, Jung Tae-hoon, Jin Sang-woo 
Documentary│2014│cert. tbc│99min

Hanjin Heavy Industries was founded in 1937 and was the 
first shipbuilding company in Korea. It has since gone on 
to become one of the world’s leading shipbuilders. The 
Islands of Shadows, through interviews and archive foot-
age, documents over a period spanning 20 years the 
workers experience of the conditions on the shipyards 
and the circumstances which led to them forming a union. 
The Island of Shadow is extremely powerful in telling the 
stories of the workers’ struggle. Reflecting a burgeoning 
trend for Korean documentaries addressing themes of 
protest and unionising. This film is one of the strongest 
recent films addressing this subject. There is both an at-
tempt made to provide historical context to the workers’ 
situation, a linking of their struggle to the social upheaval 
in the 1980s protests and other expressions of discontent 
while remaining focused on the stories of the individual 
workers and their thoughts, opinions and stories. A key 
theme throughout the film is to examine what happens to 
those who are stripped of their dignity, and the ramifica-
tions of the workers’ decision to stand up to their employ-
ers. The Islands of Shadows is a clear and engaging 
documentary despite telling an increasingly complicated 
and sombre narrative. The film has the potential to inspire 
audiences through the passion and commitment of the 
workers despite the bleak situations they encounter.

director: Lee Won-woo, Mun Jeong-hyun
cast: Kim Min-woo 
Documentary│2014│cert. tbc│78min

Collapse initially appears to be a straightforward docu-
mentary focusing on a group of disabled adults but while 
that subject matter does form a significant part of the nar-
rative’s early stages, a far more intimate and experimental 
cinematic work soon emerges. For, while director Mun 
Jeong-hyun films the ongoing activities of the members of 
the ‘Jesus Love Club’ fears grow that his soon to be born 
child may suffer from Down’s Syndrome. As if that wasn’t 
enough of a worry to deal with on its own, the collapse of 
a building close to the director’s residence leads to further 
angst and fears of life unravelling, on almost a daily basis. 
Ultimately, Collapse is both a documenting of perhaps the 
most difficult period in Mun Jeong-hyun’s life and a story 
of strength in the face of adversity.

Collapse
붕괴
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shorts

mise-en-scène 1

Director: Kim Hyo-jeong
Cast: Jang Gyeong-eop, Chae Su-bin
Fantasy│2015│Cert. TBC│26min

 
A highly original take on the subject of bullying in Korean 
schools, M.Boy mixes a hard-hitting drama of adolescent 
bodily changes with bloodstained, and surprising, horror 
elements to detail a teenage boy’s battle against peer per-
secution and torment and his desperate efforts to find a 
connection with a beautiful young girl.

Director: Yoo Jae-hyun
Cast: Kim Ye-eun, Lee Hui-seong, Lee Ok-bong 
Horror, Fantasy│2015│Cert. TBC│16min 10sec

 
A young woman travels on foot around a remote region, 
taking photographs as she goes, but almost every time 
she clicks her camera’s shutter she hears whistles being 
blown. As she continues on her journey, she meets a 
young boy who explains that the whistles are blown to let 
photographers know that ‘something interesting’ is taking 
place. Without further ado, the young woman follows the 
boy to see what is of such interest.

Director: Ahn Ju-young 
Cast: Choi Jung-eun, Kim Yun-ha
Comedy│2014│Cert. TBC│30min

 
Eun-jeong is a high school girl who is consistently late for 
class. Her mp3 player doesn’t work but she cannot afford 
a new one, and every time she is caught trying to sneak 
over the school wall her PE teacher makes her do exer-
cises, which she hates. Not only that, but in PE class, try 
as she might, she cannot manage to do a cartwheel. 
However, the appearance of a boy she likes on the PE 
field soon changes her focus from mp3 players to suc-
cessfully doing a cartwheel, once and for all.

M.boy
엠보이

the Photographers
출사

Cartwheel 
옆구르기

Director: Yang Kyung-mo
Social Drama│2015│Cert. TBC│23min 

 
Photography is often what is left of something that has 
been already past or lost, such sentiment surrounds 
Sunrise. Through black and white cinematography and 
past-tensed narration, the film tells a story of fives girls 
who a while ago went on a trip organized by the universi-
ty’s amateur photography society. As the harmonious at-
mosphere among the girls becomes ruined by the 
emergence of senior boys, one cannot help but realize 
that the truth is more than merely recorded events.

Sunrise 
일출

9796

The Mise-en-scène Short Film Festival (MSFF) is one of 
the most prestigious short film festivals in Korea. The 
MSFF differentiates itself from other short film festivals by 
trying the new concept that sees short films categorized 
by genre. In other words, the basic idea of MSFF is that it 
would be interesting and fresh to view short films within 
the genre tradition and also to read against the grain at the 
same time. MSFF proudly presents a variety of Korea 
short films annually under the catchphrase of «Beyond the 
Barrier of Genres.» The festival is held every June in 
Seoul, Korea, and 2015 sees the 14th instalment of this 
great event.
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Director: Kim Sung-hwan
Cast: Choi Moon, Choi Jae-hion
Action, Thriller│2014│Cert. TBC│15min

 
In the depth of winter on a snow-covered road, a couple 
accidently knock down a child with their car. Frantic, the 
woman locks herself in the vehicle while the man de-
mands she help him hide the body. And so, the woman’s 
inner conflict begins.

Janus 
야누스

mise-en-scène 2

Director: Kwak Sae-mi, Park Yong-jae
Cast: Yoon Geum-seon-a, Shin U-hui, Yeon Ji-hae 
Melodrama│2015│Cert. TBC I 39min

 
Kyung-hee and Ju-yeon are young women who have 
been virtually inseparable since they were very young, Ju-
yeon being incredibly protective of her best friend. When 
a new girl starts at their school, Kyung-hee instantly 
warms to her leaving Ju-yeon feeling that she is losing the 
one person she cares for. However, the girl in question’s 
father has enticed Ju-yeon’s dad into gambling on dog 
fighting, leading to a situation that will alter the lives of all 
three girls drastically and tragically.

Summer’s Tail
여름의 끝자락

Director: Son Min-young
Cast: Jo Eui-jin, Park Joo-yong
Social Drama│2014│Cert. TBC│38min

 
Through the story of two flatmates – one a pickup service 
driver studying to pass through the ‘strait gate’ of exam 
success, the other a delivery man – The Strait Gate deftly 
details the pressures of life below the poverty line in South 
Korea. However, when a tragic accident takes place those 
daily stresses and strains become a fight for survival 
within desperate efforts to prevent lives from falling apart 
entirely.

The Strait Gate
좁은 길

mise-en-scène 3

Director: Ahn Seung-hyuk
Cast: Han Ji-won, Lee Dong-yong, Lee Sung-wook
Action, Thriller│2015│Cert. TBC│25min

 
Yun-hong lives with her mother in a mountain village but 
the boredom that fills her secluded life makes her yearn 
for the big city. So, without a word to her mother, she 
packs a bag and leaves for Seoul.  As she heads off on 
her journey, she witnesses a man fighting with and killing 
her uncle and on attempting to escape she is chased. 
Realizing that the thug may well know who her mother is, 
Yun-hong’s journey takes a desperate and immediate 
u-turn, in an attempt to save her before it is too late.

The Scoundrels
불한당들

Director: Lee Jeong-min
Melodrama│2014│Cert. TBC│39min

 
A man and a woman who are employed by the same com-
pany are secretly involved in a romantic relationship and 
are seemingly very much in love. However, when the man 
is killed in an accident, the woman discovers that he was 
engaged to be married to someone else. Desperate to 
know the truth about her lover, she begins to wonder if she 
actually knew him at all.

Happy Together
님의 침묵

Director: Son Gi-ho
Comedy│2014│Cert. TBC│28min

 
A theatre director wants to create a play that answers the 
question “Who can tell me who I am?” He decides to use 
a play written by a man trying to understand himself and 
employs an actress desperate to know how her past re-
lates to her present. As the play begins to take shape, past 
associations, jealous and betrayal force all involved to 
face who they really are.

Who is it
누구인가
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Cinema has become a battle ground upon which history is 
made – a major mass medium of the twentieth century 
dealing with history. The re-enactments of historical 
events in film straddle reality and fantasy, documentary 
and fiction, representation and performance, entertain-
ment and education. The filmic forms of collective cultural 
memory offer wide-ranging research possibilities in the 
fields of history, film, media and cultural studies. 

This interdisciplinary conference aims to explore the 
changing modes, impacts and functions of screen images 
dealing with history with the case study of Korean cinema. 
The relationship between film and history and the links be-
tween historical research and filmic presentations of his-
tory will be examined by scholars from nine countries, 
researching in literature, history, Korean culture, film and 
media studies, as well as by the keynote speaker Professor 
Kim Hong-Joon of the Korea National University of Arts. 
Celebrating the 10th London Korean Film Festival, the 
guests at the festival will make a special panel contribution.

Organised by the Centre of Korean Studies and the  
Centre for Film Studies, SOAS, University of London 
Supported by the Korean Cultural Centre UK.

film and 
history

Thu 5 NOV
9.45 

Opening Conference / Welcoming Remarks
— Hyunseon Lee (Organiser, SOAS)
— Grace Koh (CKS, SOAS)
— Lindiwe Dovey (CFS, SOAS)
— Kabsoo Kim (KCCUK)   

10.00 – 11.30 

Cold War and Films:  Korean War - Vietnam War
— Theodore Hughes (Columbia University): History and 

Intimacy in Early Korean War Films 
— Hyunseon Lee (SOAS, UoL): Korean War Melodramas: 

Nation, Brotherhood, Remembrance
— Jong Chol An (University of Tübingen): From Existential 

Agony to Ideological Division: Korean Film Understanding 
of the Vietnam War (1964-1975) during the Post-Cold  
War Era

11.45 – 13.15 

Recent Historical Films
— Kyung Jo Min (KCL): Rewriting the Premodern History of 

Roaring Currents and the Whirling Self of Contemporary 
South Korea

— Hyung-Sook Lee (Ewha Womans Univ./USC): Rewriting 
History and Hybrid Genres in Contemporary Korean Cinema

— Sofia Murell (University of Amsterdam): A Blurred 
Renaissance: Aesthetics of Socio-political Representation 
in Contemporary South Korean Films

14.30 – 16.00 

Cinematic Discourses of Gender, Body and  
Modern History

— Jinhee Choi (KCL): Girls that Remember; Girls that 
Disappear. Korean Modern History and Girlhood 

— Teréz Vincze  (Eötvös Loránd University): Embodied 
History – Symbolic Use of Bodies in the Cinematic 
Representation of Korean History

— Andrew Sanggyu Lee (Columbia University): Screening 
the Image of New Women in Late Colonial-Period Korean 
Films: Melodramatic Excess, Place of Innocence, and 
Ambiguous Imperial Subjects

16.30 – 18.00 

Auteur Cinema and the Art of Memory
— Jennifer O’Meara (Maynooth University): Park Chan-wook’s 

Vengeance Trilogy: An Allegorical or Exploitative Take on 
Korea’s Violent Past?

— Hee-seung Irene Lee (The University of Auckland): 
Melancholic Screen for Korea’s Lost Memory: Lee Chang-
dong’s Secret Sunshine (2007) and Poetry (2010)

— Wikanda Promkhuntong (Aberystwyth University): Home 
Video Distribution History and the Making of a South 
Korean Cult Auteur  

18.15 – 19.15 

Keynote Lecture
— Hong-Joon Kim (Korea National University of Arts): 

Witnesses Witnessed: Reflections on the Lives and Times 
of Three Korean Master Filmmakers

Fri 6 NOV
10.00 – 11.30 

Japan in Postcolonial Korea: Cinema, Historicity, and the 
Politics of Memory

— Hwajin Lee (Inha University): Postcolonial Love 
Story in Hyeonhaetan: Melodramatic Version of 
Commemoration on Colonial History in the 1960s  

— Hyekyong Sim (Soonchunhyang University): A Girl-
Martyr YU Gwansun as “Jeanne d’Arc of Korea”: 
Between Making National Biopics and Embracing 
Hollywood Biopics in Liberation Korea

— Woohyung Chon (Konkuk University): Outside of  
the History and the Classic: Costume Drama  
The Wedding Day

— Hieyoon Kim (UCLA): Making Cinema Historical: 
Genres of Historical Writing and Their Archives  
in the 1960s

11.45 – 13.15  

Symbolic Spaces of Modernity
— Park, Mi Sook (The University of Sheffield): Rebuilding 

South Korea’s National Image Through Memory and 
Everyday Life

— Youngmin Choe (USC): Money and Interiority in Korean 
Cinema

— Min Jeong Ko (University of Gothenburg): Re-telling 
Recent History through Film 

14.00 – 15.30 

Processing Memory in the Transcultural
— Joseph Jonghyun Jeon (Pomona College, USA): Wire 

Aesthetics
— Ulf C. Lepelmeier (University of Bayreuth): The Need 

of Reprocessing South Korea’s Radical Changes – 
How the Korean Cinema Deals with the Pressures 
of Globalisation, Hypercapitalism and the Anxiety of 
Losing Cultural Identity 

— Lee, Seung-Ah (UCLA): The Lightness of the Present: 
Representation of the Colonial Period in Assassination  

16.00 – 17.30 

The Crossover between Independent Film-making and 
International film festival

— Jang Kun-jae (Director of A Midsummer's Fatasia  
& Sleepless Night)  

— Nam Dong-chul (BIFF Programmer) 
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1. BFI Southbank
Belvedere Road
South Bank
SE1 8XT

2. Regent Street Cinema
309 Regent Street
W1B 2UW

3. Picturehouse Central
20-24 Shaftesbury Avenue
Piccadilly
W1D 7DH

4. Odeon Panton Street
11/18 Panton Street
SW1Y 4DP

5. Korean Cultural Centre
1-3 Strand
WC2N 5JR

6. King’s College London
Strand
WC2R 2LS

7. SOAS
Russell Square, Thornhaugh Street
WC1H 0XG

LONDON KOREAN FILM FESTIVAL VENUES

LONDON
FIELDS

LONDON
FIELDS

HACKNEY
CENTRAL

HACKNEY
DOWNS

M
AR

E 
ST

AMHURST RD

GRAHAM RD

WELL S
T

COLDHARBOUR LN

BR
IX

TO
N

 H
IL

L

STOCKWELL RD

EFFA RD

BRIXTON

BATTERSEA 
PARK

ALBERT BRID
G

E

CREMORNE RD

BATTERSEA BRIDGE RD

THAMES

CROMWELL RD

FAIRFIELD S

FAIRFIELD N

LONDON R
D

HAWKS R
D

WHEATFIELD W
AY

KIN
GSGATE R

D

R
IC

H
M

O
N

D
 R

D

KINGSTON

8. Picturehouse Hackney
270 Mare Street
E8 1HE

9. Picturehouse Ritzy
Brixton Oval
Coldharbour Lane
SW2 1JG

10. Royal College of Art
14 Howie Street
SW11 4AY 

11. Odeon Kingston
The Rotunda Centre
Kingston upon Thames
KT1 1QP
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